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Case Statement
The historic value of the adobe home of retired US Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor is undeniable. In addition to being their family home, for over 25 years, this is where Sandra and John O’Connor entertained local, national and international leaders, using hospitality as a platform to build consensus and collaborations to solve difficult state and national issues. But the true value of O’Connor House is not rooted in its past, but in the role it will play in Arizona’s present and future.

Why We Exist

At a time when our state and our country need trusted leadership to address significant economic, social and political issues, O’Connor House is a 501C3 organization that offers both a historic place and a non-partisan problem solving process. In the tradition of Justice O’Connor, O’Connor House brings people together with disparate points of view to foster balanced discussion and understanding of issues that impact public policies in Arizona.  

From this unique historical perspective, O’Connor House has become home to an effort to drive civic action through inclusive consensus building leading to effective action. With Justice O’Connor’s leadership, the members of our Board of Directors, and a dedicated group of volunteers and professionals convene stakeholders, forge consensus and build coalitions to catalyze public action.

Where Civil Talk Leads to Civic Action 

Challenging times and complex problems require intelligent dialogue to seek common ground and resolutions.  A climate of partisanship is counter-productive and prevents those with divergent views from engaging in meaningful discourse.  The O’Connor House, “where civil talk leads to civic action,” serves as a catalyst and gathering place where people find the level of compromise and consensus needed to move society forward.

Our Vision: To create an Arizona where important policy decisions affecting our future are made through a process of civil discussion, critical analysis of facts and informed participation of all citizens.

Our Mission:  To continue Justice O’Connor’s legacy of solving important social, economic and political problems through civil talk leading to civic action.

Our Core Values:  Non-partisan, objective, fact based, centrist, inclusive, collaborative, civil, trustworthy. 


O’Connor House initiatives

-Promote balanced discussion and understanding of Arizona public policy Justice O’Connor meets regularly with a group of advisors to generate thoughtful discussion and analysis about measures to enhance government efficiency and responsiveness.  Under the banner, Government for Arizona’s Second Century, O’Connor House supports structural reforms to state government and is a catalyst for the Arizona Education Commitment, a nonpartisan partnership with Expect More Arizona to enhance our educational system. 
-Engage and educate the community about democracy An educated and engaged citizenry results in participatory democracy.  According to a study to measure “civic health,” Arizonans are not well informed about voter issues and have low voter turnout.  To reverse these indicators, O’Connor House and its partners are launching the Arizona Centennial Voter Engagement Project, a state-wide, non-partisan collaboration to mobilize citizens to become informed about issues that affect their future and encourage them to register and vote. This includes use of iCivics a web-based educational game and lesson plan to teach students civics and encourage active citizenship.  
-Highlight the history and future of O’Connor House As the first woman on the US Supreme Court, Justice O’Connor is a pioneering force in Arizona as well as the nation.  Known for her independent thinking and direct manner and in honor of Arizona’s 100th year, O’Connor House will produce the O’Connor House Centennial Series, several DVDs of candid conversations with the Justice and prominent statesmen.  

            O’Connor House - 1300 N. College Ave - Tempe, AZ 85281

480-921-2430 (office) - 480-829-9008 (fax) www.oconnorhouse.org

-Advance O’Connor House as a place to bring people together to reach compromise and consensus Over informal meals, lawmakers, community leaders and people of all backgrounds would come together in Justice O’Connor and her husband John’s 2,000-square-foot adobe brick house to converse with civility and resolve conflicts in a collaborative manner.  The house was re-sited to the grounds adjacent to the Arizona Historical Society Museum.  It is now available to rent as a unique setting for dialogue and consensus building, conferences, lectures, fundraisers and private events.

-Convene the community to keep women safe from domestic violence   Every five minutes an Arizona law enforcement officer responds to a domestic violence call.  Because of this alarming trend, Justice O’Connor chose domestic violence as the first project of the Avon Program for Women and Justice at the O’Connor House.  O’Connor House convenes over 40 organizations to create solutions to empower domestic violence victims, improve the systems that assist them, raise public awareness and leverage leadership and resources.  
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O’Connor House


Located in Papago Park adjacent to the AZ Historical Society Museum


1300 N. College Ave- Tempe, AZ 85281


480-921-2430; 480-829-9008 (fax)
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